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Welcome to GDES212 
Publication Design 
In this course, Prof. Harry St.Ours 
takes students on an exploration of 
some of the most exciting publication 
design techniques used by artists and 
designers in today’s busy visual art 
and graphic design studios.  

This is the place to start for those 
interested in the exciting world of 
Adobe InDesign!



Text

Portrait

The world of publication 
design is dominated by this - 
a blank rectangle.  For 
painters, it is their canvas, for 
sculptors, their block of 
marble, for authors, their 
worst enemy. And for 
designers it is often all the 
space we have to 
communicate our vision. It is 
the beginning and end of all 
publication design. 

In vertical orientation, we call 
it Portrait mode. Most portraits 
are painted in this orientation, 
and the vast majority of 
modern posters are designed 
this way, too.



Landscape

And horizontal orientation, of course, is called Landscape mode. Great for 
paintings but not usually the best choice for single-page layouts.



81/2 X 11
U.S. Letter

In North America, and parts of 
Central and South America, we 
use the standard Letter format, 
8 1/2 by 11 inches, as our 
everyday go-to size.



81/2 X 14
U.S. Legal

Sometimes we use the Legal size, 
8 1/2 by 14 inches, named for its 
popularity in law offices. 



Government Letter

8X101/2
A so-called “government 
letter” size of 8 x 10 1/2 
inches was abandoned for 
government use in the 1980s. 
But is still commonly seen in 
some spiral-bound 
notebooks, the so-called 
“Children’s Writing Standard.”



TabloidU.S. Letter U.S. Letter

Another useful size for publication designers to be familiar with is the Tabloid format, 11” by 
17”. This size is exactly twice letter, so it lends itself well to folded products. You can print 4 
letter-sized pages, front and back, on a single tabloid-sized sheet.

11 X 17



11 X 17
Ledger

When 11x17 is vertically-oriented, 
the size is referred to as Ledger, 
after the large accounting books 
that use this size paper.



A4
International Letter

The rest of the world uses the 
International Letter standard called 
A4, which is a little bit taller and a 
little bit narrower than U.S. Letter. It’s 
based on an aspect ratio of the 
square root of 2, or approx. 
1:1.4142  All of the A-series 
international sizes are based on this 
ratio. Another international standard, 
the B series, has a similar aspect 
ratio to A4, but different sizes, and a 
C series was created for international 
envelope sizes.



International StandardU.S. Standard

Here is a comparison of the U.S. Standard and the International A-Series Standard. The ANSI 
(American National Standards Institute) standards in the U.S. now use a similar doubling of the sizes 
for A (letter), B (ledger or tabloid). C (17x22), D (22x34) and E (34x44). This is the largest size most 
high-end inkjet and laser printers will take. In the International A-series, A3, A2, A1 and A0 double the 
preceding size, but A4 is most commonly used. Important to remember for multi-national work.



Adobe InDesign

The focus of our semester together will be Adobe’s amazing InDesign, an 
essential application for every publication design professional’s tool belt.



And we’ll explore InDesign’s special relationship with Photoshop and Illustrator, too.



We’ll begin with the basics. InDesign is an amazing layout 
tool with many little known features.



Then we’ll design a few 
business letters, and 
focus on the unique 
text management 
capabilities of this 
amazing program, 
while I show you some 
useful tips and tricks 
that will spark up any 
dull design. 



In the next 
assignment, we’ll 
focus on using 
images in your 
designs, exploring 
the amazing world of 
the text-wrap tools 
and other useful 
techniques, while 
sharing the best  
approaches for 
image placement in 
InDesign.



Next we’ll examine the 
nature of color in 
InDesign, which is 
handled a little differently 
than other Adobe apps. 
We’ll review how color 
separation works in 
printing, discuss the 
difference between spot 
and process colors and 
I’ll show you how to 
create, use and save 
custom-designed colors.



One major focus of 
this course will be on 
typography and type 
design as an 
important skill is 
page design.



Later in the semester 
we’ll put all these skills 
together in a series of 
final assignments that 
let you showcase your 
knowledge. First, you’ll 
get a little real-world 
experience designing 
with type and 
incorporating images 
and custom colors into 
a poster that could 
actually be used for the 
next student show.



With the simple, 
one-page personal 
newsletter, you’ll be 
able to exercise your 
skills and technique 
while you apply your 
art to this simple, but 
essential format.



And we’ll explore duplex printing in a 2-sided folded mailer  
assignment, which is part 3D page design and part origami.



We’ll round out the semester 
with the resume assignment, 
which may well be the most 
important project in this, or 
any class. And it’s not 
always as easy as it seems 
to get something this 
important done right.



81/2 X 11 And remember, in 
Publication Design 
the only limit to your 
artistic vision is the 
space inside one 
letter-sized sheet.



Now would also be a 
good time to 
download our 
syllabus and review 
the objectives and 
evaluation criteria for 
this class. And do let 
me know if you have 
any questions.
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